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March 2, 1994

Re:

William F. Caton, Acting, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 20554

\

Report of Ex Parte comrunication
MM Docket No. 93-114

----.
Dear Mr. Caton:

Pursuant to Section 1.1206(a)(2) of the Commission's Rules, I am submitting herewith
an ex parte written communication directed to the Chairman of the Commission con
cerning the above-referenced proceeding.

The original of this document was sent by the author directly to the Chairman's Office.

Very truly yours,

Attachment

cc: (wiatt) Merrill Spiegel, Esq.
Roy J. Stewart, Esq.
Mr. Keith Larson

(w/o att) Mr. Sherwin Grossman
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Harch 1, 1994

Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I know that various people have attempted to see you regarding
low power television (LPTV) since you took office. I also
realize that the problems of adjusting to your new position,
along with those items which attract the most headlines, such as
cable television, have taken most of your time. But my industry
is needlessly suffering from a lack of attention to something
which is simple, hurts no one, and is very long overdue.

More than two years ago, the Community Broadcasters Association
(CBA), the LPTV trade association, submitted a rule making
petition, RM-7772, asking for some very simple things to make the
LPTV industry's life easier. The most important was to get rid
of our pecu.liar call signs, which are different from full power
station call letters because they include numbers as well as
letters. Audience rating services and advertising agencies often
cannot put our call signs into their computers, so we do not get
our full share in the ratings for the people who watch us, and
agencies have extra difficulty buying time on our stations. We
asked for four-letter call signs like other TV stations. Why do
we have to be handicapped because the FCC will not give us a
simple name that industry computers can understand?

It took more than a year for the Commission to issue a Notice of
Proposed Rule Making, which it finally did a year ago in MM
Docket No. 93-114. There were many comments and replies, mostly
positive. The big dissenter was the National Association of
Broadcasters. From my 43 years of experience in this industry, I
know that the NAB has consistently been against everything
affecting the status quo or helping anyone compete with their
wealthiest members. Heaven forbid if a viewer is not reminded
every hour at station ID time that an LPTV station has something
different about it from his favorite NAB-member network
affiliate.

We, as LPTV Broadcasters, have been prumised over and over again
by commissioners, at least tWQ chairmen, and leading FCC staff
members that four-letter signs and some other items which will
help LPTV would be forthcoming at different times during the
past. Nothing ever happened, and now that you are Chairman, the
whole thing has ground to a halt again.
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Nothing that the LPTV industry has asked for would take anything
away from anyone, not even the power increase requested, because
it would be subject to present interference standards. But most
importantly, if we are given the four-letter call sign -- just a
simple name in the same language that our audience and sponsors
speak, the earth will not stop rotating!!! NBC, CBS, and all
other big media corporations will still show the same profit.
But we will have a chance to be recognized too, by a "system"
which is more and more computer-based every day.

I am the Construction Permit holder of LPTV Station W41BF, Miami,
Florida -- and I am going to use something else to promote than
"W41BF," you can be sure! We have spent over a million dollars
building this station. We presently have a test pattern on the
air and are hiring staff for the station, which will serve the
third largest Hispanic community in the United States. Many of
our applic~nts are coming from full power stations which have
merged and are trimming their staff, cutting jobs, as so often
happens in big mergers. I am creating jobs. Applicants are also
coming from various schools, and we are helping young people to
get into our industry. This is typical of the LPTV industry
because of its growth.

I have been active in CBA since I applied for my station, but I
am writing this letter to you myself, as an individual. Again,
from my 43 years of experience, I know that the power to decide
what happens and what does not happen at the FCC rests on your
desk, and yours alone! You alone have the power to place an
issue on the agenda or to move an item without going to a formal
meeting, just you and no one else. I am therefore pleading with
you to give a small segment of your constituency, a segment which
is growing very quickly and which does all the good things the
Commission intends us to do to serve the community, five minutes
of your time to make sure that our docket gets decided now.

May I wish you success and good fortune in your new job, which I
know is very demanding and challenging. I am 69 years old, and I
am building a complete TV Station from scratch. I enjoy the
challenge and the joy of using my imagination in this industry,
and in that sense I envy you in your challenges and
opportunities. But please, give us who can't send a fleet of
expensive lobbyists to Washington every day a break!!
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A copy of this letter is being sent to the Secretary for
inclusion in the record of MM Docket No. 93-114, as required by
the Commission's ex-parte rules.

Very truly yours,

sg/ab

cc: William F. Caton, Acting Secretary


